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lSYUJM SEEKERS 1 

orccd out of’lhcir homes bv racists who threatened to kill 
icin, ( Jypsics arc st ill not considered genuine refugees 
v the g< )ven linen t , repi >rts Jake Bowers-Burbridge 

n the road 
:o nowhere 


unky Iii'iiiIiitI Come 
Mini buy mini' lucky 
IlFUtlirr It'll n cull Villi 
■isi'il l>y ISypnu'o plying 
• tlicu UK'' nlil tradon. 

I lint while i iypsles ""‘V 
wad lo doallng in fbrtunae. thvy 
n mii'ly |iiws«s>nil llii'in A» 

i, they urn always a* per 

Inwl n uni nillsls, Mini Ihc nit I 
|tn emlimllnn nt nl the economic 

In.int I'lmy mu' n pcoplo wtlluiul 

lair, nr even MU effective tnUimn- 

|„,i organ laid lafand 

1| they arc the nllliiinte s*'«|m- 
|u to lie abused with Irnpunlly “» 
* is" asylum serkei v 

«nvoth Ilia linoffo nl a ponplo 
i mi i vo wluui llm I'l'nuumlc 
, ni m/is in blnw in m illlTirtiiil 
lion, Ilnur Is A story ol racial 
cutlnn lliMt li unri'CO|pll««l by 


till- who nnw find 

ilrnllllK with m people 

defined by the (.'well president, 
ViuiImv I luvrl, mi, the liltmn im nl 
civil society* * Hut bow well is Britain 
standing up to that trii V 

Ltulisiuv Halo* i» m Komiuiy 
rclugofl umln urge I'lif clrctneity 
in Im north Umilnn home stopped 
working day* ago, bn. suIiu-iii-Imw 
ban illtiil tinin cancer after briny 
refused treatment because »l bar 
nice, Mini bn, iu'.i beard lliut skin 
l.i'ud gangs M" lampugmg through 
tin* limin' town lie llrtl ill the Czech 
province nl nortbern Moravia. 

Must British people, pooling him 
ill the street, would nut even kiiuw 
lie taatlypsy lies never owned a 
raiMVMii ni bin Hie Mild you get the 
(eellng lie wouldn't know one end 
nl a burse Irniii the oilier Ills olive 


•km might have betrayed Ins origins 
m a much winter Britain 100 years 
igo, but nowadays it just helps lum 
In into the multicultural crowd, 

Hr enjoy* the new loniid 
anonymity he luu gained on the 
it reels ol north laindon. 'In lily 
home town. Orlova, my colour 
marks me out." lie nay* 'We never 
ventured oil to the streets at night 
You see. in the Czech Kepubllc there 
are only two kinds ol people, the 
white' l Verbs and the black' lloltlil. 
Skinheads have killed .'ta Itoina in 
the last 10 Veals. My friend Milan 

was one of them. A gang ol I hem 

heal him to death outside my home 
because, to them, lie was just a 
filthy Gypsy," 

Outraged by the attack, Bala* 
sought justice lor Ills friend, only 
to witness a conspiracy you might 


think wils more at homo m apart- 
held South Africa than an aspiring 
member of the European Union. 
-The coroner told me that lie bail 
been i un down by a truck." Bala* 
says, "but we saw them kill lum with 
our own eyes' 

SI* weeks later, III June lyfiH. 
Halo* received an anonymous letter 
signed by the 'Satanic sect, k-k-k. 
S.S’ anil a swastika. It said. "I It'd 
wurns you. quickly get going. Hiller 
should have lived two more years, 
then there would not be any more 
gypsies. We want a Moravia rlcan ol 
block gypsies' l-ullslav tied with bis 
wde Marta and Ilia six children to 
Britain, where Ills life is now In 
limbo. I Ie is one of the thousands of 
supposedly 'bogus' refugees reviled 
by die tabloid media. 

I'he lyat UN convention relating 


to the status of refugees supposedly 
guarantees protection to onv person 
who has lied their country 'owing to 
a well-founded fear of persecution 
due to their race, religion, national- 
ity, membership of a social group or 
political opinion*. But I Ionic Office 
guidelines to magistrates refuse io 
recognise Romany persecution, 
despite its continuing documenta- 
tion by Amnesty International, the 
l-uimcil of Europe, the Organisa- 
1,011 tor Security and Cooperation in 
Europe and the US state department. 

I he Home Office says that you 
are not a genuine refugee because 
you are a Gypsy,' says die magistrate 
U'M.efreshmg dose of honesty at 
taylor House, where immigration 
appeals arc heard in Iain doll. The 
I n f un “he is addressing has no 
^Presentation and it's clear 


that tins is the end of the line lor 
Iter. Dr Donald Kenrick is there as 
well, giving testimony on Romany 
persecution in Poland, after recog- 
nising die defendant's name as 
Polish Romany on the list of cases to 
be heard in the court that morning. 

Kenrick lias been a tireless 
fighter Ibr Romany rights Ibr the 
last 30 vears. At the age of 70. he 
spends many of his days voluntarily 

helping refugees fight for their 

claims to asylum. There s at least 
10 cases every day,' he says. 'I come 
along when I can. find a case and do 
my best to get the government to 
see dial these people are genuinely 
persecuted because of their race. 
We've won a few.' 

But the few cases that have been 
won arc a mere drop in the ocean. 

Of the 5.000 Romany asylum 


seekers io have arrived in this coun- 
try. only three have been granted 
leave to stay — dramatically lower 
than Ibr other asylum seekers. Fig- 
ures from the Refugee Council state 
that 54% of asylum applications are 
granted on their first hearing. The 
disparity between the treatment 
faced by the Romany people and 
other persecuted groups is some- 
thing Kenrick has made a point of 
experiencing ail over the world. 

Valeria Bockova tells me about 
the Czech Republic in her tiny flat 
in suburban Clacton-on-Sea Essex. 
Her mantelpiece, adorned with 
I'amilv photos, looks just like any 
mother's enthusiastic collection 
of family portraits - until she 
starts explaining why she is here. 

In the light of what she tells me. it 

becomes a chilling shrine to 


Romany suffering and a family tor 
apart by racial violence and govern 
ment hostility. 

The skinheads grabbed him an, 
shoved poison down his throat, 
says Valeria while looking at the 
worn portrait ofher brother. It was 
1.983 and he was just 17 But it was 
a horn lie indication of things to 
come. Bntain is the fifth country 
she has come to looking for sanctu 
ary, She hasn't found much. 

On arrival atStansted airport, 
her husband. Villem Bock, was 
arrested and was detained at Tins- 
ley House, near Gatwick. after thre 
days of interrogation. 

V aleria clutches a lettc 
about the detention 
like a left luggage 
rcceipl. Inalanguag, 
she can't understand 
the reason for the 
detention is given thus: "I am 
detaining you for examination 
because i have further inquiries to 
make and more questions to ask 
you.' The £8730 she and her 
daughter arc given every week to 
live on barely covers her food and 
utility bills. She simply cannot 
afford the £3735 cheap day return 
to Gatwick to see her husband. 'I 
want to eat meat, not biscuits.' she 
says as she shows us her near empti 
fridge. Seeingyour husband, it 
seems, is a luxury for a refugee. 

Only one ofValeria’s four childrei 
Man; is with her. HersonStelan is n 
Norway, daughters Berta and Valeri 
are in Canada At the age of to. and 
after only two months in this coun- 
try, Mary has a command of English 
and a stoical understanding of 
humanity that can only have been 
learnt the hard way. 'Some people 
good, some people bad,' she says 
about die people of Clacton. She 
explains that the children in her 
street have been told not to play will 
her, but some of the kids at school 
are interested in why she is here. 

Valeria is ctying after getting off 
the phone with her son Stefan. I 
think of telling her that everything 
is going to be all right and that her 
family name. Bock, actually means 
"luck" or 'fortune' in English 
Romani. But I don't- Somehow I 
don't think she'd appreciate the 
irony of it. 

JaKo dmn- OumnOqo Mas scent mo lost 
Uireo yows on mo read tniong hio Pom a 
.U1C03WXV. 

• New world, old struggle , pogo 4 


